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In the process of experiences, the individual begins to think about how to behave in a team, which leads
to the formation of his own self-esteem. It has been proven that self-esteem can change depending on
external and internal circumstances, which leads to the transformation of the life priorities of the future
teacher in general.
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FORMATION OF CRITICAL THINKING IN PRIMARY SCHOOL
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE EUROPEAN DIMENSION OF EDUCATION

The paper deals with the forming of critical thinking education and upbringing in a modern
school as a continuous psychological and pedagogical process, aimed at forming students with
appropriate knowledge, culture and consciousness. In terms of reforming secondary education, the
transition from a knowledgeable to a competent paradigm, considerable attention in these processes is
given to primary school. Critical thinking is now one of the fashion trends in education. The fact that
its development is one of the cross-cutting tasks of the educational process is also stated in the Concept
of the New Ukrainian School.

But where to start? How to teach children to distinguish between fact and subjective vision, not
to be manipulated? Our answer is to use methods of developing critical thinking during lessons.
Critical thinking is a complex and multilevel phenomenon. To think critically means to freely use high-
level mental strategies and operations to formulate sound conclusions and assessments, to make
decisions.

From the pedagogical point of view, critical thinking is a set of mental operations characterized
by human ability: analyze, compare, synthesize, evaluate information from any source; see problems,
ask questions; make hypotheses and evaluate alternatives, make conscious choices, make decisions and
justify them.

Key words: education, competencies, primary school, critical thinking, values, European
dimension of education.

(cmammio nodarno Mo8o0 opuliHany)

l. Introduction

Actuality of theme. Each individual’'s understanding of the laws of world
development and the peculiarities of scientific and technological progress are
determined and depend on the understanding of civilization in general and the
socio-economic condition of modern countries. As a result, the knowledge, skills
and abilities acquired by a person in the process of learning are constantly
subjected to new tests, they should be constantly increased, improved and adjusted
to the demands of practice. Accordingly, the process of thinking and practical
actions of each person should be constantly improved and adapted to social change
and new information [12, p. 12].

Formulation of the problem. Professional education in such conditions
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becomes especially important, its main task is to form a young person who has the
appropriate general and professional competencies, understands the laws of the
modern world, is able to think critically and act consciously. The concept of “New
Ukrainian School”, in accordance with the recommendations of educational
institutions of the European Union (EU), the main role in these issues is given to the
construction of specialized education, the introduction of a competency paradigm in
the educational process. At the same time, considerable attention is paid to
scientific and methodological principles of forming the foundations of critical thinking
in primary school students, which was the first in the general secondary education
system of Ukraine to reform and introduce new standards and elements of pre-
professional education [14].

Research analysis. ldeas for the development of critical thinking originated in
the works of famous American psychologists of the twentieth century. W. James
and J. Dewey. The founder of the Institute of Critical Thinking M. Lipman started the
practice of teaching critical thinking, and explained the importance of this process by
the continuous development of society, which needs not only rational but also
critical thinking citizens. J. Dewey argued that the most important goal of modern
education is not simply the transfer of information from teacher to student, but the
development of creative personality and its critical thinking in the learning process.
O. Pometun, S. Terno, O. Tyaglo and many other scientists study the development
of critical thinking of teachers and students in Ukraine [10, 11].

The purpose of this work: to reveal the scientific and methodological features
of the formation of creative talents and foundations of critical thinking in primary
school students in the context of the Concept of NUS and the European dimension
in education (EHE).

Il. The essence and genesis of the European dimension in education

The idea of the European dimension in education (EDE), its mission, purpose,
goals and content were formed in the leading documents of educational institutions
of the EU, during several decades of the late XX — early XXI century [7]. Since the
early 90’s of the twentieth century. The EVO’s development documents emphasize
that educational goals include democracy, social justice, human rights and
strengthening a sense of European identity as part of the EU’s development. The
recommendations of the EU educational structures set four goals for the EVO:
instilling in young people a sense of European identity and the values of European
civilization; preparing young people for participation in the economic and social life
of the Commonwealth; young people’s awareness of the EU’s strengths and
challenges; improving the knowledge of young people about the Commonwealth
and EU member states, their history, culture and economy, which will help to
understand the importance of cooperation between the EU and the world [6, p. 186].

Further activities of the Commonwealth’s educational institutions are aimed at
developing EVO ideas through teaching and dissemination of languages in EU
member states, modernization of educational content, introduction of the basics of
distance education, interstate exchange of students and teachers (Leonardo,
Socrates, etc.). The Maastricht Treaty (1992) and the Lisbon Convention (1999),
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adopted new European programs of educational cooperation, identified three areas
of study [9]:

— learning about Europe (gaining basic knowledge about Europe with a global
and local perspective);

— study in Europe (formation of basic skills needed by young Europeans);

— training for Europe (preparing young people for life in the EU, for constant
contacts and cooperation with other Europeans).

At the Davos Forum (2016), the formation of critical thinking is considered one
of the most important and necessary skills of teachers, students and pupils and is
interpreted as the basis for building the future of EU countries [7].

Modern European education, on the one hand, is designed to form the value
bases and criteria of the life process, moral values and self-esteem, and on the
other — to promote social homogeneity and justice and promote democratic culture
in society on the continent. To achieve this goal in primary school, it is necessary to
instill in students the ability to understand and be able to critically comprehend
reality and look to the future with optimism. To do this, a modern school needs a
properly trained teacher.

lll. Creativity and the essence of critical thinking

The main focus of the school, which worked within the knowledge paradigm,
focused on knowledge itself and its scope, and what they are needed for, how to
use them for the benefit of society, often went unnoticed. The traditional system of
education focused the main efforts on the acquired knowledge, skills and abilities,
which absolute knowledge and formed a knowledge approach to the learning
process.

In the personal dimension, creative activity requires the formation of a certain
level of mental abilities of students, the ability to think and act purposefully,
anticipate and make decisions, the ability to adequately respond to societal
challenges and personal qualities and motives to create a new product [1, p. 126]. A
school that is reforming and introducing a competency paradigm in the NUS context
requires mastering the skills of a creative approach to learning, the ability to
meaningfully adopt social experience, learn the required program knowledge, apply
it in practice, needs a new teacher who constantly focuses students’ search and
creating something new, something that was not in their personal experience.
Accordingly, the emphasis in learning shifts from the process of accumulation of
normatively defined knowledge, skills and abilities to the plane of formation and
development of students’ ability to think critically and creatively apply the acquired
knowledge in practice. In such a conceptual model, teachers, as a rule, use
personality-oriented teaching methods and technologies, and it is learning that
begins to form in the student a high readiness for successful activities in the future.
The teacher in the new educational paradigm moves from the information to the
organizational and managerial plane. This scheme makes extremely effective use of
the interactive exchange of information between teacher and student, which is very
important for primary school. This approach changes the nature of learning — from
passive assimilation of a large amount of normative material to active, independent,
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research and self-educational activities of the student. The learning process is filled
with developmental and creative functions that become integrated characteristics of
learning. To effectively organize such a complex psychological and pedagogical
process, the teacher must first have the scientific and methodological foundations of
critical thinking and be able to use them in school practice [12, p. 140-142].

In the most general case, critical thinking is the ability to think logically, discuss
analytically and express one’s opinion correctly and respond adequately to
everything that happens around us. Critical thinking is a complex process that
begins with reading information and ends with making a decision and consists of
several successive stages: perception of information from different sources;
analysis of the received information and different points of view; choosing one’s own
point of view; comparison with other points of view; selection of arguments in
support of the chosen position; evidence-based decision making.

In the pedagogical literature, critical thinking is seen as a conscious control
over the course of intellectual activity, in the process of which is the evaluation of
work, opinions, hypotheses, ways to prove them and so on. In this interpretation,
critical thinking is higher thinking, which is based on information, conscious
perception of one’s own intellectual activity and the activities of others, which
promotes the development of such personality traits as creativity, and forms creative
thinking and, consequently, creative personality. primary school students will allow
them in the future to make the best decisions in any professional field, will help to
openly accept new ideas and knowledge that are needed when solving problems,
drawing conclusions, evaluating and making innovative decisions [2; 5, p. 12].

IV. Formation of critical thinking in primary school students.

Ukraine has committed itself to implementing educational reforms in the spirit
of the European dimension in education, thus declaring its desire to integrate into
Europe. In this regard, reforms in the national education system are aimed at
creating joint strategies with the EU for education, aimed at ensuring access to and
equality of education, improving the quality of education and its effectiveness,
mobility of educators, language and technical competences of students. Changes in
school education should be considered in conjunction with preschool,
extracurricular, vocational, higher and postgraduate education. Only proper quality
in all subsystems of the educational level and innovative and humanistic direction of
the educational process can ensure a high level of national education and create
conditions for Ukraine’s European integration [9, 13].

In Ukrainian education, reforms have begun since primary school, and
therefore it has a special role in these processes. This is primarily due to the fact
that the primary school age is a special, sensitive period for mental development. Its
peculiarity is that for the child in its development is important not only the amount of
knowledge acquired, but also the formed cognitive interest, developed desire and
ability to reason, analyze, explain, summarize, systematize, prove and more. It is
the cognitive interest and these skills that become the driving force for discovering
something new, studying the world around us, which in turn improves the mental
actions of primary school students [8, p. 142]. In this case, the student from the
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object of pedagogical influence becomes the subject of communication. The
learning process is organized as a collaboration between teacher and student,
interested in each other and in the work they do. The task of the teacher is to create
conditions under which the desire of students for the new, non-standard, the desire
to solve problems independently grow in the process of educational work. The main
task of the school is to motivate the participants of the educational process to
creative work, to form in students the desire and ability to work creatively, to strive to
solve complex problem situations, to be able to find patterns and draw conclusions.

To stimulate the creative activity of students, primary school teachers should
use different types of creative and developmental technologies, among which are:
problem-based learning; educational research; design technology; interactive
learning; game learning technology. The technology of problem-based learning is to
create problem situations and to organize problem-based dialogue between
participants in the learning process. One of the most important conditions for the
development of critical thinking of primary school students is the teacher’s ability to
create problematic situations in the classroom, while learning new material. To
stimulate the thinking process, it is appropriate to offer students practical exercises,
experimental tasks, the main purpose of which is the development of creative
imagination, imagination, concentration, originality of thinking [11, p. 42].

The technology of educational research, used through the use of heuristic
methods, is effective in studying the previously unknown. Cognitive and creative
methods are often used successfully in primary school lessons. Among the
cognitive methods are the following: method of use, method of figurative vision,
method of symbolic vision (draw a symbol of childhood, goodness, etc.), method of
semantic vision (why water flows in the river?), Method of forecasting (what will be
the weather tomorrow? Explain why).

For primary school students, the following are considered to be effective
among creative methods when creating their own educational products: the method
of hypotheses (if people cut down the whole forest, then...); method of figurative
painting (creation of own fairy tales, stories); method of hyperbolization of qualities
(what will happen if you do not make spaces between the written words); method of
imagination (what a cat dreams of, name the desire of the wind).

Creating conditions and application of project technology of creative self-
development and self-realization of students, forms all necessary life competencies.
Independent acquisition of knowledge, their systematization, the ability to navigate
in the information space, see the problem and make decisions is through the project
method. The teacher can organize research, information, creative, game and
practical projects.

Interactive pedagogical technology has a number of specific features and is
implemented through the use of: early preparation of teachers for the lesson; non-
traditional approach to learning; indirect teacher guidance of students’ actions;
constant communication and exchange of views between students. It is interactive
methods that make it possible to create a learning environment in which theory and
practice are learned simultaneously. The educational process is organized in such a
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way that students look for a connection between new and already acquired
knowledge; make alternative decisions, have the opportunity to make “discoveries”,
form their own ideas and opinions through various means; learn to cooperate. With
the help of interactive teaching methods and technologies, the worldview expands,
logical and critical thinking of the student is effectively formed [11, p. 22-24].

Game learning technologies are often used to form students’ creative
competencies. Children of primary school age learn to play in the game, building the
learning process through the game. During the game the student becomes a
member of the team, begins to evaluate the actions and deeds of others, he has a
responsibility for their own actions [12, p. 133-135].

The considered methods and technologies of heuristic learning, as well as all
other developmental methods, will have a positive effect only when the teacher
prepares the child for creative activity and self-development by creating friendly
circumstances in the classroom, tolerant mood, mutual respect and trust. Creating
an atmosphere of trust between teacher and student, positive attitude, openness,
support and optimism that infects others, the presence of an example of creative
behavior, sufficient freedom of thought of students — these are the conditions that
shape the creative personality in general and creative abilities in particular. Thus,
the creation of a situation of success in the cognitive activity of students and a
sense of correctness of the task is achieved by the presence of appropriate
motivation, a certain level of emotional arousal. The teacher should build each
lesson so that students have a constant interest in the subject and the process of
cognition, learning activity, the desire to create and learn.

The teacher must be prepared and be able to present the content of new
material (within the development of critical thinking) in the form of problem tasks,
first of all clearly articulate the goal that can be achieved by analyzing and
transforming the conditions. It is important that the classes are interactive and
involve active dialogue in the process of solving problems, as well as take place
exclusively in a way that is interesting to the student. The mental process activates
the problem prepared in advance by the teacher, which presupposes the existence
of contradictions, and its solution requires new, in addition to the already acquired
knowledge. In this process, the student must think, look for logical connections and
evidence for their judgments. The teacher should organize the lesson so that
students analyze what they read, see, hear, so that they reflect on the evidence and
the author’s views on the problem. One of the most important features of critical
thinking is that it contributes to the analysis and construction of reasoning, the
acquisition of new knowledge and the ability to draw conclusions in the context of
research.

Primary school teachers need to keep in mind that the formation of critical
thinking is not related to simple memorization or intuitive thinking, it is best
developed in the lessons of skills development. The teacher should pay special
attention to the analysis of different types of errors in students ‘reasoning,
appropriate to reveal their role in the process of cognition of phenomena, develop
students’ interest in interrogative forms of analysis, use conclusions in decision
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making, conflict resolution, cognitive organization.

The development of critical thinking begins with curiosity, which is inherent in
almost all children and which, unfortunately, passes with age. From birth, children
are always eager to learn about the world, their attention is drawn to all the
surrounding objects and natural phenomena. This means that children always strive
to be researchers and gain new knowledge. At the same time, it is difficult for them
to correctly explain what they have seen and learned, and even more so to use the
new knowledge gained. Important in this context are the teacher's ability to
encourage students to learn about the world around them, to set up and explain
experiments correctly, and to teach the child to ask questions boldly and seek
answers. The teacher’s answers to students’ questions about incomprehensible
things should include: support of interest, details, a hint on how to come to an
explanation on their own, and most importantly, there is a scientific logic. If the child
thinks logically, but gave the wrong answer, you should not rush to correct and
suggest the correct answer. It is better to suggest thinking again: “Maybe there is
another answer? Think."

Pedagogical experience shows that the formation of the foundations of critical
thinking in primary school students should be based on the following principles:
making and refuting assumptions; checking the actual accuracy and logical
sequence; context consideration; study of alternatives; ability to draw conclusions.
In particular, D. Shakirova [14], choosing techniques and intellectual techniques for
the development of critical thinking, proposes to use the following techniques: study
the basics of formal logic, the concepts of “critical mind”, “self-criticism”, experience
in their application in life; training in special techniques of critical analysis: difficult to
divide into parts, to distinguish logical components of the general, etc.; educational
critical analysis and assessment of situations; discussing mistakes in solving
problems and problems through discussions, disputes, etc.

Developing cognitive interest, and through it the basics of critical thinking in
primary school students, means making the teacher want students to learn more
(stimulus), as well as helping them learn about everything around them (reaction)
and encourage them to understand what they saw. or made (conclusion). The
basics of this process can be presented as follows.

Stimulus. The teacher supports and stimulates the student in his quest to learn
about the world around him, helps him to ask questions, encourages him to express
his own thoughts and find ways to test his ideas.

Reaction. The teacher teaches students to observe, ask questions, analyze
what they see, come up with something new, seek confirmation, check, and talk
about what they have learned.

Conclusions. The student proves his ideas, explaining the seen confidence
that he is able to learn more.

It is appropriate for the teacher to remember that the student can be taught the
rules, but he must learn to draw his own conclusions from what he has learned,
seen or done. Therefore, each walk should be turned into a planned scientific study
of the world. Before the walk, they find out together what they will observe, what to
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collect, what and how to draw and describe. Scientific methods are used:
observation, collection of information, and its analysis. When a teacher and children
observe or gather information about subjects, they should use scientific terms and
teach them to children. How is it called? Can this be described or explained? For
example: “What kind of animal is this? What kind does it belong to? What is this
material? How can it be described?” If children do not answer, the question should
be translated into the plane of reflection: “How and where to find out. Where to look
for information? Who can | ask?”. You should not immediately suggest a solution,
you should always bring the child to think, stimulate this process.

Such approaches of the teacher to the organization of the educational process
aimed at the formation of critical thinking in students, require the implementation of
a new type of organization of primary school activities. First of all, modern
approaches require the creation of an innovative environment in the educational
institution, organizational and financial and economic conditions for continuous
improvement of teachers’ professional skills, the introduction of partnerships
between participants in the pedagogical process. The main criterion for evaluating
the work of an educational institution, in terms of forming the foundations of critical
thinking, should be the results of the formation of a mature and well-prepared
personality, adapted to independent living and conscious activity in modern society
[13].

V. Conclusion

The modern teacher is able to teach elementary school students to solve
extraordinary, creative, complex problems, think independently and seek
compromises, hear the opinions of others and be heard, that is, to develop higher
thinking, which is called critical thinking. The principles of critical thinking formed in
primary school form in students the ability to resolve contradictions, the desire to
find non-standard ways to solve them, the ability to analyze through reflection the
results of their own mental activity and its consequences, help them be open to new
ideas, respect their opponents. tolerant attitude towards other people.
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OCTPOBCBKA M. @opmyeanHa KPpUMUYHOZ0 MUCTHEHHA 6 NOYAMKOSIL WIKOII 6 KOHmeKcmi

€8PONEICHLKO20 SUMIPY OCBimu.

Y emammi tioemuvcs npo d)OpﬂIyGaHH}Z KpUMUYHO2CO MUCNIE€HHA HABYAHHA Nld 6UXOBUHHA 6

CYUACHIT WKONT SIK Oe3nepepeHOL0 NCUXON020-Ne0a202IMHO20 NPOYeCy, CHPAMOBAHO20 HA (POPMYBAHHS
6 VUHIG GIONOGIOHUX 3HAHb, KVILIMYpU ma ceidomocmi. B ymosax pegopmysanns cepednboi oceimu,
nepexooy 8i0 3HAUOi 00 KOMNEMEHMHOI napaduzMi 3HAYHA Y6aAza 6 YuX npoyecax npuoiisemvcs
nouamrosiu wixoni. Kpumuune mucinenus 3apaz € 00Hi€ 3 MOOHUX meHoenyitl 6 ocsimi. I[Ipo me, wo ii
PO36UMOK € OOHUM 13 HACKPI3HUX 3080aHb HABYATLHO-8UXOBHO20 Npoyecy, 208opumbcs U y Konyenyii
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Hoeoi ykpaincoxoi wikonit.

Ane 3 woco nouamu? Ax nasuumu dimeil pos3pizusimu gpaxmu ma cyo’ exmueni bauenns, ujoo ue
Maninymoseamu? Hawa 8i0nogiob — uKopucmosyeamu Ha YpoKax Memoou po36UMKY KpPUMUYHOZO0
mucnenns. Kpumuune mucienns € ckiaonum i 6azamopieresum asuwjem. Muciumu KpumudHo o3Hadae
BIILHO BUKOPUCINOBYBAMU PO3YMOBL cmpamezii ma onepayii 8UCOK020 PIiBHA 0N (POPMYIIOBAHHS
00IPYHMOBAHUX BUCHOBKIG MA OYIHOK, 015 NPULIHAMMSA PIUlEHb.

3 nedazoziuHoi mouku 30py KpumuuHe MUCTEHHS — Ye CYKVNHICMb PO3YMOBUX onepayil, wo
Xapaxmepusyromuycsa 3010HOCMAMU TIOOUHI: AHALI3Y8aMuU, NOPIGHIO8AMU, CUHMe3Y8amul, OYIHI08AMU
iHpopmayiio 3 6y0b-sa1K020 Oxcepena; bavumu npooremu, 3a0a8amu NUMAKHS, BUCY8AMIU 2inome3u ma
OYIHIO8AMU AIbIMEPHAMUBU, podumu cei0oMul 6udIp, NPUUMAMiL PiUleHHsl Ma 00TPYHMO8Y8amiu ix.

Kntouosi cnosa: oceima, KomnemeHmHoCmi, NOYAMKOBA WIKOJIA, KPUMUYHE MUCIEHHS, YIHHOCMI,
€8PONECLKULL BUMIP 0CEIMU.
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OVOAKTUYHAA NOTEHLIAN
KOPMYCY TEKCTIB 3A TEMATUKOIO NAHIEMIi KOPOHABIPYCY
Y ®OPMYBAHHI IHLLOMOBHOI KOMNETEHTHOCTI

Cmammsn  npucesuena  O00CHiONCeHHIO  ocobnusocmeli  (QOPMYBAHHA — THULOMOBHOT
KOMNEMEHMHOCMI  (Paxisyie npupoOHUYUX CReYiaTbHOCmel HA OCHO8I (DYHKYIOHYBAHH CYYACHUX
HIMEYbKOMOBHUX NPUKAZ0K Y EKCMAX KOPOHA-KOPNYCY — KOPNYCY MEKCMI8 3d MeMamuKoo naHoemii
— KOpOHagipycy. 36axcaryu Ha me, wo y CYYACHOMY MOBO3HABCMBI iCHYE npobrema oughepeHyiayii
MEePMIHONO3HAUEHL «NPUCILIE 1% MA «NPUKAZKAY, Y YbOMY OOCHIONCEHH] Pele6AHMHUMU KPUMEPIAMU
OJ151 GUSHAYEHHS NPUKA3KU € 1T 00pa3Hicmb ma ane2opudHicmy i CUHMAKCUYHA cmpykmypa. ¥ cmammi
npedcmasgieHuti ananiz 73 Haubinbul NONYAAPHUX CYYACHUX HIMEYbKOMOBHUX NPUKA30K ) KOPOHA-
kopnyci. Busnayaemocs yacmomuicmy 8UKOPUCMAHHS NPUKA30K ) KOPOHA-KOPNYCT ma 0cooaueocmi ix
@DYHKYIOHYBAHHA Y MEKCMAax 3a MeMAamuror «namoemis KopoHasipycyy. Buseneno, wo 6invuia
yacmuna 00CaiONHCY8aHux npukasox (76%) npedcmasnena y xopoua-kopnyci. Posxuo wacmomuocmi
VAHCUBAHD NPEOCMABNICHUX ) KOPOHA-KONYCI NPUKA3OK BUABUBCA IcOmHUM — 6i0 1 0o 185.

Tpuxasxu modxcymo @hHKYiIOHY8AMU Y KOHMEKCMI K Y HE3MIHHOMY YCIMAAEHOMY 8UelA0i, max i 3
HE3HAYHUMU CMPYKIMYPHUMU 3MIHAMU, SKi He 3MIHIOIONb 3HAYEHHs napemii, ane 6 OesKUux 8UNAoKax
Haoarwoms npuKazyi IHWOi cemammuiry. 3a36uyarl 3MIHIOEMbCA OIECTIBHULL eNeMeHm NPUKA3Ku,
NpUKasKu, SIKi He Mawomb OIECTIBHO20 KOMHNOHEHmY pioule 3asHaroms 3miH. bez 3min maxooic
3ATUUAIOMbCL NPUKA3KU, SKI MAIOMb Xapakmep npeyedenmuozo mekcmy. Hatiguuyy yacmomuicms y
KOPOHA-KOPNYCl MAiompb NpUKa3ku 13 CceMaHmuxol oopazy 6idoopaxcenws indopmayii, onucy
cumyayii, 6opomvou abo mpyoHowie, Hazas0y, KOHMPOTIO, BON0OIHHS, NOULYKY.

Knrouosi cnoea: napemionozis, napemis, npucnie’s, npuxkaska, KOpnyc, KOPOHa-Kopnyc.

MoBa MUTTEBO pearye Ha 3MiHW Yy cycninbCTBi Ta cBiTi. [NaHgemia SARS-19,
gaka nodanaca B Kutai 2020 poky 3MiHMNA HaBKONMWLLHIA CBIT i Ui 3MiHW 3HAWLLNW
CBO€E BifoOpaXeHHs y MOBI, LLO, B CBOK Yepry, He MO0 He MPUBEPHYTU yBary
MOBO3HaBUiB. [Jo cnpob OCMUCINTU SABULLE BCECBITHBOI MaHOEMIT HaNEXUTb
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